
TOWN OF FORESTBURGH

332 KING ROAD

FORESTBURGH, NEW YORK 12777

845-794-0611 EXT.21

845-794-0678 FAX

townofforestburgh@hve.rr.com

Appearance Application

ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS

Town of Forestburgh, New York

Date: Telephone:

Name:

Address:

Email:

Hereby Appeal from the decision of the
of the Town of Forestburgh, Forestburgh, New York.

Dated: For:

Signature of Official making decision

Applying For:

Variance( ) Interpretation( )

Property Location:

Section Block Lot(s) Zoned:



**Is property within 500 feet of a County of State Highway, County or State

property or boundary of another municipality?

Yes() No( )

If so, application will be subject to County review.

**Provisions of the Zoning Ordinance Appealed. State Article, Section and

paragraph

AN APPEAL IS MADE HEREWITH FOR:

( )An interpretation of the Zoning Ordinance or map

(_ )A variance to the provision of the Zoning Ordinance or map.

Signature of property owner:

(If applicant is NOT the property owner, owner’s endorsement signature MUST be

notarized)

Notary:

Date:



Date:

Zoning Board of Appeals Chairman

PROCEDURE

The applicant must fill out this application and include a check for $50.00

made out to Town of Forestburgh. This fee is NOT refundable. The following

steps MUST be followed:

1. A public hearing on the granting of the variance of interpretation by

the Zoning Board of Appeals must be held by the Zoning Board of

Appeals.

2. The public hearing will be held when scheduled and noticed by the

Zoning Board of Appeals.

3. The applicant must give notice of the public hearing to all property

owners within 300 feet of the perimeter of the property.

4. The notice is given by mailing a copy of the public hearing notice by

certified mail with return receipt to those property owners. The

applicant is responsible for mailing the notices.

5. The secretary of the Zoning Board of Appeals will cause the notice to

be published in the newspaper. The advertisement must be published

in the newspaperten days prior to the hearing date.

6. At the hearing, the applicant will be required to hand to the

secretary of the Zoning Board of Appeals the certified mail receipts,

including all return receipts. THE HEARING CANNOT TAKE

PLACE UNLESS THE APPLICANT SO PROVES THAT THE

NOTICES WERE MAILED ODT.



SITE INSPECTION AUTHORIZATION

I hereby give permission to members of the Zoning Board of

Appeals of the Town of Forestburgh, the Engineer of the Town of

Forestburgh or any of their agents and/or assign(s) to enter upon my

property, located at

, Town of

Forestburgh, State of New York, County of Sullivan, designated upon

the Tax Rolls of the Town of Forestburgh, Section Block

Lot(s) , in order to personally inspect said premises in order to

evaluated the application for 7

affecting the said premises.

Dated: , New York

Signature of Owner of Property

Print Name of Owner of Property



ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS

Applicants Procedure before the Zoning Board of Appeals

Important steps to KNOW and FOLLOW:

The Zoning Board of Appeals meets on the second (2°) Monday of each month at 7:00pm at the

Forestburgh Town Hall, 332 King Road, Forestburgh, New York. If there are no matters to come

before the Zoning Board of Appeals,or the requirements set forth below under the caption

“INFORMAL MEETING” have not been met, the meeting will be cancelled for that month.

1, PLEASE read the Town’s Zoning Law.

2. Obtain a denial from the Building Inspector/Code Enforcement Officer or

referral/denial from the Planning Board or a request for an interpretation.

3. You can expect a MINIMUM or two (2) month time frame encompassing two (2)

meetings to obtain a decision.

a. Informal Meeting at 7:00pm (first meeting) with application.

b. Public Hearing meeting at 7:00pm (second meeting) which MAY be adjourned

or continued to a subsequent meeting.

INFORMAL MEETING:

1, Ten (10) days PRIOR to the Informal Meeting the following MUST be submitted to the

secretary of the Zoning Board of Appeals:

a. A COMPLETED application, Nine (9) copies with a copy of the tax map

showing the property, in envelopes ready to be addressed and mailed.

b. The application fee of $50.00 must be paid at this time.

NINE COPIES OF EACH OF THE FOLLOWING:

A letter briefly explaining the request

Short Form EAF (Environmental Assessment Form) completed

Proof of ownership of the property or written permission of the owner

Survey map or site plan, folded for mailing

Denial or referral of Building Inspector/Planning Beardm
p
 
a
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2, You or your representative must appear at the informal meeting to present your

request,

3. A public hearing is scheduled or a second review meeting is scheduled (if necessary)



4. Revised plans may be requested, These MUST_ be submitted fourteen (14) days

prior to the scheduled public hearing. If not submitted on time the public hearing

will be postponed.

5. ZBA members may review the property prior to the public hearing.

6. PRIOR TO THE PUBLIC HEARING:

A. Ten (10) days before the date of the Public Hearing each owner appearing on the

adjoining owners list in compliance with the Town’s Zoning Law must be

forwarded a copy of the Public Notice by certified, return receipt mail. Receipts

of the certified mailing must be delivered to the board at thé public hearing. The

adjoining owner’s list is the responsibility of the applicant. The Public Hearing

Notice will be provided by the Secretary of the ZBA.

B. The ZBA will place the public notice in the Legal section of the Sullivan County

Democrat as notification to the general public as well as placed in two (2) public

places within the Town.

7. Public Hearing will be held at 7:00 p.m. 2TM meeting) unless a different time is
scheduled.

8. The ZBA, by State Law has 62 days from the close of the public hearing to render a

decision.

a. You or a representative presents your case.

b. In order for the Zoning Board of Appeals to grant a variance you must show

practical difficulties or unnecessary hardship. Please review the Zoning Law and

Section 267b of New York State Town Law.

c. Section 267b of the Town Law of the State of New York reads as follows:

1. Orders, requirements, decisions, interpretations and determinations.

The Board of Appeals may reverse or affirm, wholly or partly, or may modify the

order, requirement, decision, interpretation or determination appealed from and

shall make such order, requirement, decision, interpretation or determination as in

its opinion ought te have been made in the matter by the administrative official

charged with the enforcement of such ordinance or local law and to the end shall

have all the powers of the administrative official from whose order, requirement,

decision, interpretation or determination the appeal is taken.

2. Use Variances:

a. The Board of Appeals, on appeal from the decision or determination of the

administrative official charged with the enforcement of such ordinance or local

law, shall have the power to grant use variances, as defined herein.



b. No such variance shall be granted by a Board of Appeals without showing by the

applicant that the applicable zoning regulations and restrictions have caused

unnecessary hardship. In order to prove such unnecessary hardship the

applicant shall demonstrate to the Board of Appeals that for each permitted use

under the zoning regulations for the particular district where the property is

located.

1. The applicant cannot realize a reasonable return, provided that lack of

return is substantial as demonstrated by competent financial evidence;

2. That the alleged hardship relating toe the property in question is unique, and

- does not apply to a substantial portion of the district or neighborhood;

3. That the requested use variance, if granted, will not alter the essential

character of the neighborhood; and

4, That the alleged hardship had not been self created.

c. The Board of Appeals, in granting of use variances, shall grant the minimum

variance that it shall deem necessary and adequate to address the unnecessary

hardship proven by the applicant, and at the same time preserve and protect the

character of the neighborhood and the health, safety and welfare of the

community.

3. Area Variances:

a. The Zoning Board of Appeals shall have the power, upon an appeal from the

decision or determination of the administrative official charged with the

enforcement of such ordinance or local aw, to grant area variances as defined

herein.

b. In making its determination, the Zoning Board of Appeals shall take into

consideration the benefit to the applicant if the variance is granted as weighed

against the detriment to the health, safety and welfare of the neighborhood or

community by such grant. In making such determination the board shall also

consider:

1. Whether an undesirable change will be produced in the character of the

neighborhood or a detriment to nearby properties will be created by

granting of the area variance;

2. Whether the benefit can be achieved by some other method feasible for

the applicant te pursue, other than an area variance;

Whether the requested area variance is substantial;

Whether the proposed variance will have an adverse effect or impact on

the physical or environmental conditions in the neighborhood or district;

5. Whether the alleged difficulty was self-created, which consideration shall

be relevant to the decision of the Board of Appeals, but shall not

necessarily preclude the granting of the area variance.

c. The Board of Appeals, in granting area variances, shall grant the minimum

variance that it shall deem necessary and adequate and at the same time

»
&



9.

10.

iL.

preserve and protect the character of the neighborhood and the health, safety

and welfare of the community.

IMPOSITION OF CONDITIONS:

The Board of Appeals shall, in granting of both use and area variances, have the

authority to impose such reasonable conditions and restrictions as are directly

related to and incidental to the proposed use of the property. Such conditions shall

be consistent with the spirit and intent of the zoning ordinances or local laws and

shall be imposed for the purpose of minimizing an adverse impact such variance

may have on the neighborhood or community.

Applicant may be required to go to the Planning Board after the granting of

requested variance(s).

Applicant will be required to contact the Building Inspector for required permits, if

any.














