
 
 
 
 

 
HEN PERMIT APPLICATION 

In accordance with Village of Red Hook Municipal Code §200‐18.1 ‐  
Animal husbandry, hens and honeybees 

 

DATE: ____________________________ 
 

1. OWNER INFORMATION: 
 

Name:  _________________________________________ 
Address:    _________________________________________ 
                    _________________________________________ 
 
Parcel ID#:     6272‐_____‐_______________              
Zoning District:   _____________________ 
Interior Lot _______     Corner Lot ________ 
 
Phone: __________________________     Email: ______________________________ 
 
Are you the owner of the property (Yes/No):    __________ 
(If no, a notarized leƩer from owner authorizing the keeping of hens is required) 
 

2. PROPERTY/COOP INFORMATION 
 

Occupancy: 1‐Family; 2‐Family; Etc.                 _________________________ 
Date of construcƟon of enclosure (month/year):   ________________/________ 
Number of hens to be housed:        __________ 
Property Acreage [acre]:          __________ 
Number of hens is within permiƩed limit (Yes/No): __________ 
(6 hens permiƩed on a lot of 1‐acre or less. No more than 12 hens on a lot greater than one acre) 
Coop size [square feet]:           __________ 
Coop enclosure size [square feet]:       __________ 
Coop and enclosure height [feet]:       __________ 
Is the rear yard fenced (Yes/No):        __________ 
 
AS PER VILLAGE OF RED HOOK MUNICIPAL CODE §200‐18.1 NO ROOSTERS ARE ALLOWED. 



3. LOCATION PLAN 

Submit two plot plans with specificaƟons listed below: 

 Show locaƟon and setbacks of chicken coop and coop enclosure to all property lines 

 Show setbacks from chicken coop and coop enclosure to dwelling on the subject lot and 

to dwellings on adjacent lots 

 Show locaƟon of any fencing on the property, idenƟfying height and type of fence 

 

Example: 

 

      Rear Yard 

 

 

 

 

    Side Yard                  Side Yard 

 

 

 

Front Yard 

 

  Street Address: 

 

 

   

Coop & Coop 

Enclosure 

Dwelling 

Property Line 



The following are to be included with this applicaƟon: 
* $25.00 applicaƟon fee ‐ cash or check (checks payable to the “Village of Red Hook”) 
* If not the owner, a notarized leƩer from owner authorizing the keeping of hens 
* A sketch drawing (2 copies required) – example provided 
 
I hereby acknowledge that this informaƟon is complete and accurate; that the work will be in conformaƟon 
with §200‐18.1 of Village of Red Hook Municipal Code; that this is not a permit but only an applicaƟon for a 
permit; and that the structures will be constructed in accordance with the approved sketch plan.  
This permit will be valid for 12 months from the date of issuance. The permit holder will be responsible for 
obtaining a renewal on the hens permit. 
 
I hereby acknowledge that if hens existed prior to adopƟon of Village of Red Hook §200‐18.1 (June 22, 2023) 
that I have 90 days from the effecƟve date to come into compliance with this Local Law. 
 
I hereby acknowledge that I have read §200‐18.1 – Animal husbandry, hens and honeybees. 
 
____________________________________       _________________________________________ 
APPLICANT: PRINTED NAME                                         APPLICANT: SIGNATURE 
 
 

                                                                   OFFICE USE ONLY 
Meets number of hens permiƩed                              YES ____ NO ____ 
Coop and coop enclosure is within rear yard            YES ____ NO ____ 
Meets coop and coop enclosure size                          YES ____ NO ____ 
Meets setbacks to property lines and dwellings       YES ____ NO ____ 
Meets coop and coop enclosure height                      YES ____ NO ____ 
Coop is clean and free of noƟceable odor                 YES ____ NO ____ 
Feed is properly stored                                                  YES ____ NO ____ 
 
COMMENTS:   ________________________________________________________________ 
                      ________________________________________________________________ 
 
APPROVED: ______ 
DATE: ______________________  
 
DENIED: ______ 
DATE: ______________________ 
 
CODE OFFICER SIGNATURE: __________________________________________ 
================================================================================ 
 

 
Permit #_____‐______ 
 
 

Receipt  
Cash ___ 
Check ___  #_________ 

Date of Issuance  ExpiraƟon Date: 
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§ 200-18.1. Animal husbandry, hens and honeybees. [Added 6-22-2023 by L.L. No. 2-2023 ]

A. Animal husbandry. Animal husbandry for personal noncommercial use is permitted as an
accessory use to a residential use with site plan approval in the R10,000 and R20,000 Zoning
Districts on a lot with a minimum area of two acres, subject to the following limitations and
restrictions.

(1) Animals shall be confined at all times to the lot on which they are kept, possessed or
maintained. Animal husbandry shall not be conducted within 75 feet of the lot boundary.

(2) The number of animals that may be kept on a property is as follows: one animal with an
average weight of 250 pounds or more at mature size or two animals with an average
weight of less than 250 pounds each at mature size per 1.5 acres of available land,
regardless of the actual size or age of the animal. "Available land" is defined as all land
on a lot, excluding the residence, driveway, garage, other buildings or structures not
used for animal husbandry, and all areas within 50 feet of wells, watercourses and
wetlands.

(3) Adult male animals shall be neutered; breeding of animals is not permitted.

(4) Feed shall be stored indoors or in metal containers and securely covered with metal
covers.

(5) Animal waste and uneaten or discarded food must be disposed of in a safe and sanitary
manner with a minimum frequency of once per week. There shall be no unenclosed
storage or manure or other odor- or dust-producing substances.

(6) Odor from animals, animal waste and related substances shall not create a nuisance for
occupants of nearby buildings or properties.

B. Keeping of hens. The keeping of hens for personal noncommercial use is permitted as an
accessory use to a residential use in the R10,000 and R20,000 Zoning Districts subject to
issuance of a permit from the Code Enforcement Officer and further subject to the following
rules.

(1) All hens shall be provided with an enclosed shelter and a fenced run inaccessible to
predatory animals. The shelter and fenced run shall be located behind the front building
line of the residence and set back from the property boundary not less than the accessory
building setback required in the District Schedule of Area and Bulk Regulations for the
applicable zoning district.

(a) The fenced run shall be fully screened from view from any neighboring front yard
by an opaque fence, shrubbery, or other screening of a height equivalent to the
structure being screened.

(b) The enclosed shelter shall provide a minimum floor space of four square feet per
hen. The fenced run shall have a minimum of eight square feet per hen.

(2) The shelter shall be maintained in a clean, dry and sanitary condition at all times so as
not to endanger the public health and safety. Animal waste, uneaten or discarded food,
and feathers are to be removed regularly with a minimum frequency of once per week.
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(3) Feed shall be stored indoors or in metal containers and securely covered with metal
covers.

(4) Hen waste must be disposed of in a safe and sanitary manner with a minimum frequency
of once per week or may be composted on site with sufficient green vegetation and soil
so as to prevent odors from leaving the property.

(5) Odor from hens, hen waste and related substances shall not create a nuisance for
occupants of nearby buildings or properties.

(6) Hens shall be confined at all times to the lot on which they are kept, possessed or
maintained. Free-range hens are prohibited.

(7) No more than six hens are permitted on a lot of an acre or less and no more than 12 hens
are permitted on a lot of more than one acre.

(8) The keeping of fowl other than hens, including but not limited to roosters, ducks, geese,
turkeys, guinea fowl, peacocks and peahens, is not permitted.

(9) A nontransferable license shall be obtained from the Code Enforcement Officer prior to
the keeping of hens on a lot and shall be subject to an annual renewal.

(a) If an applicant is not the owner of the lot the license application shall be
accompanied by a notarized letter from the owner authorizing the keeping of hens.

(b) Prior to issuance of the license, the CEO shall inspect the premises and confirm in
writing that the standards in § 200-18.1B are met.

(c) The Village Board may establish by resolution a fee for each license and renewal
thereof.

C. Keeping of honeybees. The personal noncommercial keeping of honeybees shall be
permitted as an accessory use to a residential use in the R10,000 and R20,000 Zoning
Districts, subject to issuance of a beekeeping permit from the Code Enforcement Officer and
further subject to the following rules.

(1) Hive type. All honeybee colonies shall be kept in hives with removable frames, a
maximum of 10 frames per box, or equivalent, to control total bee density (or five
frames or equivalent for a nucleus colony defined as a hive with a queen installed at the
discretion of the beekeeper to better facilitate the health and vitality of the entire bee
colony), such box to allow disassembly for complete internal hive inspection at all times
by the Village Building Inspector, Code Enforcement Officer, Village Engineer, Village
designee, or any other governmental agency with jurisdiction.

(2) Site colony density.

(a) A maximum of two colonies, consisting of no more than three hives, shall be
permitted per lot.

(b) Should hives swarm, the beekeeper may add a temporary hive(s) to accommodate
same. If this exceeds the maximum permitted site density, the hives must be
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merged during the calendar year to an allowed density.

(c) In no event will the overwintering of colonies exceeding the maximum total
allowed permitted.

(3) Colony location. All colonies must be located at least 50 feet from a public sidewalk,
alley, street or road and at least 25 feet from a side or rear lot line. All colony entrances
shall face inward to the site and away from the nearest adjacent property boundaries. A
dimensioned sketch of the lot showing location and all setbacks shall be included with
the application for a beekeeping permit.

(4) Control barrier.

(a) The beekeeper must establish a flyaway barrier adjacent to hives controlling the
honeybee flight path away from the lot. This should be at least six feet tall and
extend 15 feet beyond the colony on each boundary side. It can be solid, vegetative
or any combination of the two that forces the honeybee's flight path along the lot
line at a height of six feet or more.

(b) A warning sign must be within 20 feet of the hives to warn people and children
from coming in close contact with the hives without supervision.

(5) Purchasing and keeping of bees and queens; honeybee genetics and defensive behavior.

(a) Beekeepers pursuing the purchase and keeping of bees must be mindful of
honeybee genetics and defensive honeybee behavior. Thus, before the purchase of
bee packages or queen bees, whether to start, replace or maintain colonies,
beekeepers must act responsibly to limit the spread of Africanized (defensive) and
any other undesirable bee genetics. Accordingly, every effort should be made to
utilize bees or queens from northern apiaries to limit the spread of the Africanized
bee genetics. Applicants should include documentation to verify apiary origin of
mated queens and packaged bees, including the seller's contact information.

(b) Any colony of honeybees exhibiting defensive or angry behavior must be re-
queened immediately. The beekeeper will make every effort to minimize colony
disruption after the defensive or angry behavior determination. The beekeeper will
also use good practices to minimize/prevent a defensive colony swarming.

(c) All existing and new apiaries will meet the required colony density. All existing
and new colonies will be managed to meet the spirit and intent of these provisions,
in the judgement of the Building Inspector, Code Enforcement Officer, Village
Engineer or Village designee, who retain the authority to cancel the beekeeping
permit if these standards are not met. In such an event, if in disagreement, the
beekeeper shall have 30 days to appeal said cancellation to the Zoning Board of
Appeals.

(6) Water. Each beekeeper shall ensure that a convenient source (within colony property
area and near the hive or hives) of water is available to the bees in sufficient quantity as
a function of number of hives, specifically at any time during the year when
temperatures are regularly 50° F. or higher and the bees are active.
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(7) Absence. The beekeeper shall maintain a log on site recording significant hive activities
(such as disease infestation). If the beekeeper does not reside on the property, or plans
to be away, he/she or a knowledgeable representative shall visit same no less frequently
than approximately weekly during the months of higher bee activity, and approximately
bimonthly at other times except if specific circumstances necessitate more frequent
attention. The beekeeper shall provide contact information in case of an emergency. The
on-site log shall reflect having met this regulation, and shall be made available for
review by the Village or any person with authority to inspect the hives.

(8) A nontransferable license must be obtained from the Code Enforcement Officer prior to
the keeping of honeybees on a lot and shall be subject to an annual renewal.

(a) Each application and renewal application shall be accompanied by information on
the number of hives and colonies and their location.

(b) If an applicant is not the owner of the lot the license application shall be
accompanied by a notarized letter from the owner authorizing the keeping of
honeybees.

(c) Prior to issuance of the license, the CEO shall inspect the premises and confirm in
writing that the standards in § 200-18.1C are met.

(d) The Village Board may establish by resolution a fee for each license and renewal
thereof.

(e) The initial license application and each renewal application shall require the
applicant to provide notice of beekeeping activity to adjacent property owners.
Such notice shall include the applicant's contact information in the event that there
are questions or concerns.

(9) Incidental sales of honey from the hives may be permitted by the beekeeper.

D. It shall be unlawful to cause, permit or allow any animals, hens or honeybees to be kept in
such a manner as to constitute a nuisance or to create a hazard to public health or in any
manner which either annoys, disturbs, injures or endangers, or tends to annoy, disturb, injure
or endanger the comfort, repose, health, peace or safety of the public.

E. Compliance requirements.

(1) Owners of hens, honeybees or other animals other than household pets existing on a lot
within the Village at the time of adoption of this section shall have 90 days from the
effective date to come into compliance with the provisions of this section and obtain a
license or site plan approval.

(a) Existing hives, chicken coops and other structures which are noncompliant by
exceeding the maximum permitted size or coverage may continue to be used
provided that all other approvals and licenses are obtained, but shall not thereafter
be enlarged.

(b) Any owner of hens, honeybees or other animals (other than household pets) who
exceeds the permitted number of such hens, honeybees or other animals (other than
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household pets) at the time of adoption of this local law1 may apply to the Planning
Board for a special use permit to allow the hens, honeybees or other animals (other
than household pets) to remain.

(c) The size limitations regulate the use of the residential lot and the Zoning Board of
Appeals is without authority to issue an area variance to permit an increase in the
number of hens, honeybees or other animals (other than household pets) permitted
on a lot.

(2) Any agricultural activities conducted on properties in an agricultural district may be
exempt from these restrictions if so provided by Agriculture and Markets Law Article
25-AA, as amended.

F. Inspection. The Village of Red Hook, or its designee, or any governmental agency with
jurisdiction shall have the right to inspect animal enclosures and beehives at any time with
24 hours' notice, except in an emergency, when notice shall be given to the extent practicable.

G. Violations. In addition to the penalties in Article VII of the Zoning Law:

(1) A license for the keeping of hens or bees shall be automatically revoked for a period of
two years upon conviction of a second offense and no new license for the same property
or owner shall be issued for a period of two years from the date of conviction.

(2) A beekeeping permit shall be revoked if the beekeeper fails to maintain the colony in a
safe and secure manner.

1. Editor's Note: "This local law" refers to L.L. No. 2-2023, adopted 6-22-2023.
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