


Nokomis Business District Grant Program

22 S. Cedar St.

Nokomis, IL 62075

CITY OF NOKOMIS BUSINESS DISTRICT GRANT PROGRAM

FACADES - INTERIOR/EXTERIOR REPAIRS & IMPROVEMENTS - SIGNAGE

Program Overview

The City of Nokomis Business District Grant Program (the “Grant Program”) provides financial

assistance to property owners or tenants seeking to renovate, restore, and improve commercial

buildings located within the City’s Business Development District. This program is intended to

encourage investment which will enhance existing buildings and achieve overall community

beautification through the preservation, repair, and improvement of commercial businesses and

properties located within the community and are in alignment with the economic development

goals ofthe City of Nokomis.

The City believes that by providing incentives and support to its local business owners and

entrepreneurs, it will spur investment in community assets, enhance retail and commercial

opportunities, and create an overall positive economic impact for the City and its business owners,

residents, and visitors.

GeneralTerms & Guidelines

The Grant Program shall be funded entirely by funds collected pursuant to the City’s Business

Development District and will allow approved program participants to receive reimbursement for

up to fifty percent (50%) of eligible project costs, up to a maximum amount of $25,000.00.

Example: A project with total approved costs of $10,000 would be eligible to receive a

reimbursement grant under this program in the amount of $5,000 (50%). In order to receive the

maximum grant amount, a project must have costs which total $50,000 or more.

The initial Grant Program budget will be $80,000 with open enrollment beginning on May 1, 2024

(05/01/2024) and closing on November 1, 2024 (11/01/2024). Future Grant Program budgets will

be determined by the City Council, and open enrollment will begin on May 1st of each year and

close on November 1st of each year (the “Enrollment Period”). Applications will be considered ona

first-come first-served basis until all designated funding has been allocated, at which point the City

shall have the option to renew or terminate Grant Program funding at its discretion based on

available resources and Grant Program performance.

All applicants will be required to receive approval prior to performing any eligible project or

incurring any eligible project cost. Approved applicants will be required to enter into a “Grant

Agreement” with the City which formally outlines all the terms, obligations, and conditions required

in order to receive grant payment. This agreement shall be non-negotiable and mandatory for grant

participation.

All approved projects will be required to begin within 60 days of approval and completed prior to

April 30th of the year following the Enrollment Period. Any projects performed or costs incurred

prior to receiving City approval will not be eligible for participation and shall not qualify to receive
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any financial assistance pursuant to this Grant Program. Additional terms and conditions may

apply.

Eligible Applicants and Properties

1. Building/property must be located within the designated Nokomis Business District Area.

See attached Grant Program Boundary Map.

2, Building/property must be a non-residential/commercial property, which is not exempt

from real estate taxation and may include commercial buildings/businesses with residential

units attached, at the discretion of the City.

3. The applicant must be the property owner or legal tenant and a representative of the

business. Tenants must have the owners’ permission to perform any work being applied for.

The City may require written proof or a signed consent of the owner. The City may also

require written proof that the business is in operation.

4, Ifapplying as a business, the business entity must be registered and in good standing with

the State of Illinois, provide a Federal Employer Identification Number (FEIN), and provide

additional documentation to the City of Nokomis upon request, including, but not limited to,

bylaws, operating agreements, disclosure of individual interests in the business entity, tax

returns, and the like.

5. Residential properties and home-based businesses are not eligible.

6. Applicants must be in good financial standing with the City of Nokomis, Montgomery

County, and State of Illinois (no outstanding debts, liens, fees, tax payments, or other

obligations).

7. Applicants must not have received a previous grant award for the same property through

this program within the past 1 year. (Limit of 1-grant per applicant/building per year)

8. Tax exempt and not-for-profit entities may be considered on a case-by-case basis but are

not guaranteed approval.

Eligible Work Items and Project Components

Projects and work items which are intended to improve the physical appearance of existing

buildings, increase customer volume and customer satisfaction, improve property value, and

generally create a net positive economic impact will be prioritized. Eligible work items must be

“permanent improvements” and may include, but are not limited to, the following categories and

components:

1. Exterior facade repairs, renovations, and improvements, including, but not limited to:

a. Masonry repairs and tuck pointing, exterior windows, doors, awnings, painting,

signage, lighting, and other storefront improvement work.

2. Roof repairs

3. ADA accessibility & safety improvements. (e.g. fire suppression and sprinkler systems).

4, Interior renovations, repairs, remodeling, improvements including, but not limited to:

a. Flooring d. Doors

b. Ceilings e. Plumbing

c. Walls f. Electrical
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g. Lighting

5. Exterior signage improvements, repairs, and installation. (must be static image or lettering)

Ineligible Items:

The costs of inventory, furniture, equipment, software, payroll, lease payments, mortgage

payments, insurance, self-performed labor, and other like items will not be eligible. Additionally,

any work performed or costs incurred prior to receiving approval for participation (even if

it may be otherwise eligible) do not qualify for funding and shall be denied.

Application Procedures

1, Complete the attached Grant Application Form, including all required attachments and

supplemental information, and mail, email, or hand deliver all documents to the City Clerk

during the Enrollment Period.

City Hall Address: Nokomis City Clerk

22 S, Cedar Street

Nokomis, IL 62075

Email: Rachel@cityofnokomis.com

Phone: (217) 563-2514

Designated city officials, staff members, or consultants will review applications for

conformance with all program guidelines, requirements, and other conditions.

If an application passes eligibility review, the application will be placed on the City Council

agenda for formal review and consideration.

The applicant will be notified via phone or email of the date on which the application shall

be on the agenda and may be asked to attend to answer questions in regard to the project,

project costs, and other application details. The applicant's failure to be present may result

in consideration being postponed or the application denied.

Formal consideration of the application for participation in the grant program will given by

the City Council.

The City Council will approve or deny applications based on the alignment of the project

with the overall goals and objectives of the program, as well as conformance with program

guidelines and other conditions. It shall be the sole discretion of the City Council to approve

or deny any application submitted.

If approved, designated City officials or staff members will present a Business District Grant

Program Agreement (the “Grant Agreement”) to be executed by and between the City and

the Applicant which outlines the terms, approved activities, and other conditions required

for participation in the program and receipt of any grant funds.

The Mayor and approved applicant shall both sign and execute the Grant Agreement.

The applicant shall perform the approved project and work items within the timeframes

indicated in the Grant Agreement.
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10.

11.

12.

Upon completion of ALL project components, the applicant shall submit to the City a

completed “Request For Reimbursement” (Exhibit B to the Grant Agreement) and, upon

request, additional documentation or evidence of all costs incurred pursuant to the

approved project.

The Request For Reimbursement shall be added to the City Council agenda for review and

consideration for disbursement of payment in accordance with the grant terms.

If for any reason the City Council denies any submitted grant application or Request For

Reimbursement, a written explanation will be provided to the applicant/grant participant

with an opportunity to correct and resubmit in a timely manner.
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CITY OF NOKOMIS

Business District Grant Application Form

Applicant Information

Business/Organization Name.

Business Form: __Corporation _ Partnership __ Sole Proprietorship __ Other

FEIN:

Contact Person/Title

Contact Mailing Address.

Contact Phone Number Contact Email

Property Information

Physical Address of Proposed Project:

Parcel ID Number(s) of Project Location:

Name of Property Owner:

Name of Property Tenant:

Project Information

Proposed Improvement(s) - Please list all items which you are applying for assistance with:

Work Item # Description of Work Estimated Cost ($)

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8
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Estimated Total Project Cost: $

Estimated Grant Amount (50% of total eligible costs):

Estimated Start Date: Estimated Completion Date:

Please provide a written summary of the proposed project below (proposed project

components, colors, materials, phases, estimated start and completion date, vendors or

contractors to be used, demonstration of need, economic/business benefit, etc.).

The following items must be submitted with the Grant Application:

1. Completed and signed Grant Application Form.

2. Copy of most recent property tax bill for the subject property.

Montgomery County Property Tax Inquiry: https://montgomeryil.devnetwedge.com/

3. Contractor bids, proposals, and other preliminary project cost estimates.

4, Renderings, site plans, drawings, or other items which may be available to assist the City in

understanding your project.

Applicant Certification

The undersigned certifies and warrants that to the best of his/her knowledge the information contained in

and attached to this Application Form is true, correct, and complete. In the event any false or fraudulent

information is submitted by the Applicant, the Applicant will be subject to any and all potential civil or

criminal remedies, including reimbursement to the City of Nokomis for all grant funds received by said

Applicant, All terms and conditions provided herein are understood and agreed to by the Applicant. Nothing

contained in this Program Application shall be construed by the City or the Applicant or any third person to

create the relationship ofa partnership, agency, or joint venture between the City and the Applicant. The

Applicant hereby approves and acknowledges that, subject to City approval, this application may be utilized

to create binding obligations for the performance of any proposed working items, and may be attached as

reference to a grant agreement.

Applicant(s) Signature Date

Building Owner's Signature Date

(ifseparate from applicant)
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EXHIBIT - Qualifying Properti
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