
City of Marine City Historical Commission

Application for a Certificate of Appropriateness

Property Address: Historical Commission File Number

Owner: Applicant:

Address: App. Address:

Phone: Phone:

Email: Email:

Contractor: Tenant/Occupant

Address: Address:

Phone: Phone:

Email: Email:

Year building was constructed:

The following must be observed or submitted with this application:

Brief description of the work proposed:

1) Applicant must attend the Historical Commission meeting in which their application is considered.)
2) Additional materials pertinent to the project, i.e. brochures, pictures, material samples.

3) Additions and new construction: architectural drawings of site plans, floor plans, and elevations.

4) Signage: Marine City application for sign permit and required drawings.

5) Other information as requested by the Commission or city staff.

Office Use:

inspector Review: Date:

Historical Commission Action:

Historical Commission Chairperson: Date:

Date Received: Date Complete: Date Historical Commission Informed:

Date Decision Letter Sent: By:

Completed Building Permit Issued: Date: Number:
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Application Requirements

The Marine City Historical Commission (Historical Commission) reserves the right to request additional information ona

case by case basis.

General Work (doors, windows, roofs, siding, porches, garage doors)

1. Completed Historical Commission application for work.

2. Completed Building Permit, if required.

3.

4. Awritten description giving the location and condition of the existing elements to be replaced (doors, windows,

A copy of the contract or work write up that gives a detailed description of all the work proposed.

siding, etc.) .

. A brochure showing the configurations, materials and size of the new replacements (doors, windows, siding, etc.).

Fencing/Walls (including driveways, patios, and landscaping)

1.

2.

3.

Completed Historical Commission application for work.

Completed applicable City of Marine City Building Permit for fence/wall/screening wall or at-grade concrete/pavers.

Dimensioned site plan showing property and exactly where the fence wall, driveway or patio will be installed or

removed, or where other landscaping will be installed or removed such as trees, hedges, etc.

. Brochures or drawings showing overall look, materials, and sizes of ALL materials/plants to be used.

Permanent Sign Installation

1.

2.

3.

Completed Historical Commission application for work.

Completed City of Marine City application for Building Permit for Signs.

Dimensioned drawing showing exactly what the sign will look like including text, materials, and lighting.

New Construction/Additions (including decks & garages)

1.
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Completed Historical Commission application for work.

Completed applicable City of Marine City applications for Building Permit (decks, or garage/accessory buildings).

Site plan (plot plan) showing setbacks and grade elevations sealed by a certified engineer or surveyor.

Dimensioned drawings for floor plans and elevations; all must be shown.

Brochures showing all materials to be used in the project.

Demolition (including partial demolition)

1.

2.

3.

Complete Historical Commission application for work.

Completed City of Marine City application for Zoning Compliance for razing.

A detailed, written description of why the demolition is being proposed, and the conditions of the structure. (Review

of the property by a structural engineer or preservation architect may be required by the Historical Commission at

the applicant’s expense.)

. Adetailed, written description of what is proposed after the demolition is completed. In cases of new construction,

the applicant must include the information required for a New Construction application above.

. Incases of partial demolition, include an elevation drawing showing the building and surface treatments to newly

exposed walls.
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Marine City Historical Commission Style Guidelines

Greek Revival c. 1820 - 1860

The inspiration is ancient Greek temple

architecture with an emphasis on simplicity and

a devotion to using Greek decorative motifs.

identifying features:

e Pediment front (resembling a temple

roofline)

e Classical detailing in moldings, cornices,

etc

e Use of columns with various style

capitals

e Pilasters with capitals

e Often rectangular shape

e Overall sense of simplicity or restraint

The Cottrell House 1855

Although the Cottrell house has been

resided and the original clapboard

covered over, certain style features

remain unchanged like the broken

pediment of the gable front and the

design of the entrance. The door itself is

a modern replacement but surrounding

glass is all original. Molding covering the

door is original but it appears some

decorative work has been removed.

The Morehead House retains the original

molding and trim work. Avery nice

feature is the use of pilasters at the
The Morehead House 1860 -1869

corners. Spindle work is restrained and

the columns have a graceful proportion

with a modified lonic capital.



The Samuel Ward House 1832

A gable front portico was added in the 20" century. If you look to the right of the covered porch you can see a

distinct “ghost line” of the original porch roof line. The house was also enlarged at the same time. The

photograph below is undated but is thought to have been made c. 1880. The original porch reflects the 19"

century regard for the simplicity of the Greek classical era. Greek revival style reflects the new nation’s pride

in creating a democracy and tracing its heritage to ancient Athens.

Things to note:

e Symmetrical facade

e Two chimneys

e Pediment at the

entrance

e Use of the Doric

order

e Brick construction

e Simple window

treatment

e Rectangular footprint



Gothic Revival 1840 -1880

No Gothic Revival style homes have been identified in

Marine City. The one prominent example of the style

is found in the design of the Catholic Church on Water Street,

Our Lady of the River.

Italianate Style 1840 - 1885

The Captain David Lester House 1865

Holy Cross Church — Built in 1902

Italianate style is influenced by country

homes of Tuscany.

e They are usually square shape

e Symmetrical

e Two storey

e Pyramidal roof

e Functioning, airflow cupola

e Deep overhanging eaves

e Carved support brackets under

the eaves may range from very

elaborate to plain

e Windows may be curved at top

and are tall and narrow

@ Prominent window moldings

e Corbelled brickwork

e Corner quoining



Second Empire 1855 - 1885

Only one Second Empire house is known to stand in Marine City. It has been extensively modified so an example

from another community is used here.

Second Empire is inspired by fashions and tastes in France

and the restoration of the French Empire. Typical features:

e Mansard roof

e 2%,3 or more stories

e Many different plans/foot prints

e May have a tower

e Deep overhanging eaves with lavish brackets

e Elaborate cornices

e dormers

Stick Style 1860 - 1890

Stick style reflects the recently developed

technology of mass produced, standard cut

wood. The exterior of a house was given added

texture and linear pattern by the application of

decorative boards that may be in horizontal,

vertical or diagonal patterns. This surface

treatment expresses modernity and a bit of

wealth since the “sticks” are not functional.

Patterns create a range from simple to very

complex. Expect a wide variety of plans.

Unfortunately as Stick style houses were re-

sided over the years the decorative board work

was often lost. Clues to look for might be:

e Tall, narrow windows or larger windows

e Towers

The Meli House c. 1885 e Gabled roof

e Indications of lavish wood trim

e Exterior truss work



Queen Anne Style 1880-1910

The name of this style was given by a group of

late nineteenth century English architects who

were keen on reviving elements of medieval

architectural design. Strangely Queen Ann’s era

was English Renaissance not the middle ages.

The lavishness of the style quickly spread to the

United States and suited the tastes of the

burgeoning class of lumber barons, railroad

tycoons and their imitators. It is a style that

speaks of wealth and gave designers great

freedom of expression. Characteristics to note

are:

e 2or2% stories

Heather House from 1885 e Steeply pitched roofs

e Gables on front and sides

e Large porch often wrapping around the

side with associated spindle work

e A wide variety of surface textures

Although the Queen Anne style is often a large created by elaborate wood patterns and
rambling building with expansive wings it is a style patterned wood shingles
that was also adapted to the urban environment * Towers round or polygonal
and adjusted to fit the confines of a city lot.

The same characteristics noted above are handled

in a more condensed, compact fashion. Sprawling

wings are not possible so the foot print tends to

add depth and hence more rectangular bulk.

Very important to the style is the use of color as it

is paint that will emphasize all the contrasting

textures, decorative molding and carved wood.

Whether large or on a smaller scale look for:

e Colored glass used to highlight the many

large windows

e Ornate gable detailing

e Awide variety of spindle work

e Turned wood columns of fanciful profile

Captain James Taylor House 1892



Colonial Revival 1880 —1950’s

355 South Main Street

Dutch Colonial Revival c. 1900-1930

The gambrel roof is the key characteristic

of this style. A gambrel roof ascends in

two angles to the ridge line.

Dutch Colonial style offers a great variety

in plans. This example, though small has

four gable ends.

You may find:

Dormers

Porch with simple columns

2-2 % stories

Textured cement block

Wood siding

A decorative feature near the

upper peak of the gambrel

Plain windows, possible shutters

Varying configurations of a

gambrel roof

Colonial Revival is based on Georgian and

Adams styles. Characteristics are:

Symmetrical facade

Small overhang

Wood siding

Paired/double hung windows with

many small panes like 6 over 6

Use of dentil range molding

Gable ends

Dormers

Chimney and fireplace at one end

Small porch with columns

Side lights (windows) framing the

door

Possible fanlight over the door

The Logan House 1906






















